Reverend Joel W. Lynn

Candidate for Pastor
and Head of Stait

First Presbyterian Church

Albemarle

e

The Pastor Nominating Committes
is delighted to present Joel Lynn
to the congregation as candidate

ftor Pastor and Head ot Statt.




The Process:

The Pastor Nominating Committee was elected by
the congregation on October 20th, 2022 We met
waatly to complate a ten-page form including many
key facts about our church, specifics about our open
DESDON paSimion 1:-,:|.:'_|-p-:l-.l.|| COATEETeNCEs [hal are
MOET Imoodtant to us, and then answer five lengthy
essay questions. Our form was entered into a PCUSA
catabaie and conlinuously matched with pastors
opeen to a call whao fit our profile

Ovar tima we ware matched with a total of neary
250 candidates. Each week as we received new
matches we L.ﬂlFF-l”,.' screenad each candicats’s
information form.  For candidates we had a strong
ntergst in, we went online and viewed multiple church
services and other avalable informaton. We then
discussed each candidate and salected those wa
wanted to interview in person (NC candidates) or via
room.  Three candidates passed all our  initial
SCresning a il wene 'F"'l.'l:—lllllul'I"'r' invited 1o wigic us here
n Albemarie. One candidate stood out and the
Committee Chair, Rich Schaefer, brought a unanimous
arnd enthusiastic recommendation to Session on
March & to call 2 meeting of the congregation to vote
to call a new pastor. Session members gave emai

approval to that recommendation that same EVETINE

Committes Mambars
Hich Schaater, Chalr
Emlly Anchrew
Peggy Finley
Katherine Jolly
Gayle Russall
Jim Bawyar
Chriz Whitlay




The Call;

When asked, Why do you feel called
to First Presbyterian Church? Joel
responded like this...

The greatest asset a church has is not its
building, but its people. | hawe been
consistently so impressed with everyone ['ve
met associated with First Preshyterian. They
have been kind and intelligent and their passion
for loving God and others has been so evident
I'm excited at the prospect of serving alongside
this :?[:l.".lgrﬂgal'ﬁ:.'n

I've been vEry impressed with all the
ministries the church has been doing over the
past years: from weekly meals to mission trips
to youth ministry to penerous scholarships. First
Presoyterian has a strong foundation. We can
keep building on it together.

It is my belief that if God has providentially
led me to your church, there is a pood reason
for it. | hope that | will be able to help you all
grow deeper in your connection with Christ and
reach out wider in love toc Albemarle and Stanly
County. | hope that | will be able to plant seeds
of faith, water seeds already planted, and
perhaps even reap the harvest of the good work

of those who have come before me



Our Ministry

Together:

Joel expresses his hope for ministry
with us like this...

My hope s that my love and passion for
God is infectious to you all | find the Bible
supremely interesting and love digging deeper
into its stories and lessons. There are
treasures on every page that can transform our
way of viewing the world and challenge our way
of Iving within it. | hope to help us learn new
things and help us revisit the ways in which
even the old old stories speak new to us pear
after year.

f hﬂlr_'le that we will be 5 pﬂc:lm'-e-' Wit never
tire of bE.l"'.“E amazed at God's grace, and |
hope that the J!"'I[JH'JE‘dgE of God's unmerited
goodness to us will impact how we interact
with all those around us

| hope that we would be a city on a hil
and a ight to the world, where others look at
our faith, hope, love, and joy and see
something so beautitul that they want tc come
and be a part and join in the abundant Iife that
Chrst offers.



Meet Joel and Katie Lynn

Joal grew up in Mapenrdlla, IL, & suburb of Chicags,
alongside his three older brothers, He has a bachelor's
degres in paztaral minlatry from Olivet Mazarens University
(2015) and a Macter of Dhanity from Princetan Theological
serninary (2018). Joel was the mecipient of the Syhanus
Carter Homlletics Award for preaching excellence, and of
the Presbyterian Leadership Award, Princeton Seminary's
highese echalarship,

Throughout colege and serminary Joel intermed at various
ehurches in sodition to serving as 8 camp counsedor at twas
different Presbyteran camps and being a hospital chaplain
o=l began his orcained ministry as a solo pastor at Coates
Srreat Presbyteran Chureh in Mebardy, MO, a amall bown
marth aof Columbia where the University of Missoud s
located. He has served there over five years. While there he
has, among othar things, sersed as chapiain for the Moberly
area Cammunity College backathall taam, served az Viea-
Modesator for the Missourl Union Presbytery, and served as
Secretary for the Randolph County Ministerial Allance,

Jeal maried hic wonderful wife Katee on June 9 2025,
Shes is a graduate of Tulane Uriversity and has worked for an
autlsm  nonprofit and MLB's non-profit, the Basebal
Acsistance Tearm. Sha hag a strong faith and contributes to
worship by singing and playing violin

Joel emjoys all serts of athletie activities such as distance
running, basketball, pickleball, and disc golf. Joel plays the
piano and cello. He enjoys board games and being an unche.



Next Steps:

Joel has been approved for ministry in
the Presbytery of Charlotte by the
Commission on Ministry. Upon election by
our congregation, Joel and Katie plan to
relocate to Albemarle in early May in
preparation for a mid-May start date with
our congregation. Specifically, we are
targeting for Joel to begin preaching at
our worship service aon May 19th.

We lock forward to fully embracing
them as they make their home among us
as friends and fellow followers of Jesus
Christ bringing more people to Christ for

our second hundred years in this church.



